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1. GBHERAL NOTE.

PRESS PUBLICITY.

The first publicity given to the Staff difficuliy at
the Training'colloga was the appearance in the Press of letters
to the Chairman of the Eduoation Committee from the Vomen Tutors
who had resigned. Sisiand
gopies of the letters were received by the Bditor of the
"Yorkshire Post" from & person who distributes information among
the Press. s
On the receipt of these letiers by the Iditor of the
"Yorkshire rost” being brought to the notice of the Chairman of the
saucation Committee, the Chairman suggested that the letters ... @
should not a pear without his replies. He, therefore, dictated
over the telephone the contents of the replies he had gent to the
women Tutore in reply to the letters he had received from them.

The secretary's lalk with the “utors and Housekeepers was

in the nature of & private conference, but the references to the

Palk in the letters seat to the “ress and the consequent Pt

discussion by the Lducation Comnitdee forced the general
publication of the Hotes of the Talk.
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‘ (Copy) '
r- | _ Bourd of Bdueation,

Whitehsall, LONDON, 3,W,,
29th June, 1916.

ity T R
sir,
' I am directed by the Board of Education fo State
that their attention has been called to the announcements which
havo ippiarod in tho puilic‘ﬁf'us that the Vice-Prineipal and
| ninn other nnmbers of the teaching -taff of the Iooda ity
Training College have rouignod their po.tl. The Board have
'no 1nfbrnntion on the matter other than that which has appeared
in the press; but the Governors will resdily in&oritand that
the ‘Board onnnot but vidw the situation arining out of 8o large
‘a nunber of rolignations with groat eonnorn. and th.y would be
'glaa 1f the Govornors would Purnish then aé 'ss bhMy 8its wita
& statement o the oircumatanoou in which the pro-bnt position
‘has arisen. T T i e ni
: I anm, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
(Signed) I. A, SELBY-BIGGE.

Jomes Greham, Beqe, - . 0o
Bducation Offices,
" Calverley Street,
. IBRDS,
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(Copy) syt : Baueation 0ffices,
: ; LB E DS,
. Bth July, 1916.

Leeds 0ity Training College.

3ir, &
With reference to the Board's letter of 29th June, attached
is a swmsry, with supporting papers, of the circumstances which
have led to the present position at the Leeds City Iraining
College. _ . tonokoat

. Without previously eubmitting eny complaint, grievausce, or
suggestion for modifiention in the working conditions in opera-
tion at the College, for the consideration of the Govermors, .
Msa Hercier, om the 17th May, resigned her post as Vice-Principal,
gtating in her lstter of resignation that, im her osinion, the
"gonstitution of the College is on unsound lines”, In view of
the fects that the Governors had given the most carsful considers-
tion to the constitation of the College and that they ware. :
strongly of the opinion that no change was desirable, they felt .
compelled to accept the resigunation, though with regret. This
decision was gonfirmed by the full Bdnocation Committes and by
the City Council., : , :

On the 14th June, resignations wers forwarded by ilissss

Hardy, Clapham, Walford, Stephens, Matthias, and Rdmonds,

‘fo'lloﬂa on the 15th June by those of ifisses Birdsell and Owen,

and on the 16th June, by that of Mies Walker. Misees Bdmonds,
Matthies and Stephens, gave no reason for their resignation;

Misses Birdsell, Welford, Chspham and Herdy, steted that they

were "unable to uphold the Mo’t}s for the _.“Mt of '-‘%h,l_f,,,ﬂollqsﬂ

5 .
%%

The Seoretary,
Board of Fducation -
Whitehell, LONDON, S.W.

1.




a8 laid down by the Seeretary for Education at s talk with the
Residential Staff on 13th June. Miss Owen gave a® her reason
for resignation, & wigh to try snd secure work of a rsther
different character than that I am now doing in the Training
College - and my feeling that I should take this atep for the
Autwan, partly because it does not seem wise to defer it longer
if it i3 to be made, and partly becsnge the new conditions it
the College, involved in thavVLoo-Erlnnipal'l roaignntlon;:mnku
the present moment seem the right one Yor such a change";
Miss Walker 8ald "I cannot feel confident that I ean carry cnt
the organisation and development of the truinins of uppor--ohool
teachers satisfactorily ss the College will be constituted next
tern," o ey | £y
Previous lo the receipt of the resignations, no complaint
or grievance had been forwarded to the Govorhora;““ané"ii fho'
reasons given for the resignations were so vague, the Chairman
of the Bducation Committee asked the resigning members of the

‘8taf? to formulate a definite and detailed statement as to any
' cause of complaint they had. No such statement has been received

except from Migs Owen. The resignstions, after careful consider-
ation were aogepted by tho_goyg:noxu on the 2lset June, and con-
firmed by the full Rdusstion Committee om 28th June.

The Governors have given the most oardtul consideration to
this metter, and they are convinced that, in the oirounntancol,
the aoooptunoo of the resignations was in the best intoro-tl of
the College; and thq,Bonrd'mav rest assured that the Governors
will ensure that the efficliency of the College, in all dppqytnonto
of its work, is maintained.

‘ Ve are,
Yours faithfully,
(Signed) WILLIAM HENRY CLARKE.
Chairman of the Edusation Committee, and Chairman
of the Staffing and General Purnoses Suh-Oolnittoo.
(Signed) ¥FRED KINDER,
Vice-Chairmen of the Education Oonnittoo. and

Chairmsn of the Higher Education and Training
College Sub=Committee.




CITY OF BTG TBAINING GOLEEGE.

RESIGNATION OF S

SUMHARY of cire s*ggqos which have Iog_gg tyg_g;_gg_g
Po !1‘ ion.

1, 17th May; Resignation of Mas ubroior, the Yiao-?rinoipal.
The resignation was accepted, with regret, on the 23rd
day. The aceceptance of the resignation raa gonfirmed
by the full Bdueation Commitiee on the 3lst May, and
by the City Counail on the 7th June.

(Copy of letter of resignation is attached).

2. 13th June; The socrttary'fbr Zducation met the Ralidqntzll
Starf of the Trai College and spoke to them regarding
Roonomy and Conduet in the Halls of Leaidence.

(Copy of full motes of the "T41k" is sttashed)...

3. 14th June; Resignations o Misses Hardy, cxwm Walford, .. ..
Stephonn. Matthias, and Edmonds. riahi

{Copies of letters of resignation are gtmh-ij. -
4, 15th June; Resignations of iiss Birdssll and Miss Owen,.
(Copies of letters of ronisnation are attaohnd).
5. 16th June; TResignation of Miss Walker. : ,
(Copy of letter of resignation is ltiachodf;

6« 17th June; Ietlers received by the Chairman of th- Eduaation
Comittee: ‘ ; :

{a) from seven members of the staff who had
roaisnpd. and

(b) from Miss Owen.
(Copies of the letters are attached).

7. 20th June: The Chalirman ryeplied to the letters of the 17th
June, asking for a more definite snd detailed ztatement.

Coples of the Chaiyman's replies are attached:
"{2) to the-sevon members of the Staff, and
() to ifiss Owen. bein s
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14.

£lst

2lst

22nd

23rd

24th

24th

25th

June: Jiss Walford and Miss Clapham, two members of
the Staff who had resigned, interviewed the Chairman of
the Education Committee to ask whether he had

objection to the two letters of the 17th June {o that
signed by the seven members of the staff, snd (b) that

‘signed by Mies Owen, being sent by them te the Members

of the Bducation Committee, The Chairman informed
them that this was & matter within thelr own discretion.
The Chairman took sdvantage of their visit to ask them

to state expliecitly wherein lay their objection to the

volicy and ideals of the Governors as expressed by the
Secretary for Education. To this they revnlied that
they would rather consult their colleagues.

June: The resignations of the nine members of the
S8taff were accepted by the Governers.

June; The letters of the 17th June teo the Chairman,
signed by seven members of the Staff and that of Miss
Owen, were sent to the Press, without copies of the
Chairman's replies, i nfir 3

The "Yorkshire Post"” telephoned the Chairman, who
felt that the letters, if published, should not appear
without his replies. He, therefors, distated over the
telephone, the replies he had sent, with the consequence
that the éha&ru-n's-rcpxtod appeared in the "Yorkshire
Post", with the letters from the Steff, whereas in the
other papers, only the letters from the 3tarlf appeared.

{Press cuttings are attached).

June: A paragraph appeared in the "Yorkshire Poat" to
the effect that an cpportunitz nad been given to Miss
Mercier by the "Yorkshire Post"™ to place her side of
the gquestion before the pudlie, but she uald that she
desired to say nothing at present,

(Press cutting is attached).
June: A letter from Miss Mercier appeared in the Press
in which she said that she had no case to put before
the public.

{Press outting is attached).
June: A letter signed by seven of the members who had
resigned, sppeared in the Press, in which they stated:
"We have no grievance to bring forward, the point at
issue ie one of educational principle”.

(Press cutting is attached),

June: Letters (marked"Private”) were received by the
Chairmen of the Rduostion Committee:

(a) from ifiss Owen,
{(b) from the seven members of the Staff,

in revly to the Chairman's letters of the 20th June.
{Copies of letters are attached).

>
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16.

17,

18,

19,
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26th June: The Chajirman of the Hducation Committee wrote
' to (a) Miss Owen, and (bh) Miss Birdsell, regarding
the letters he had received on the 25th June,
{Copies of letters are attached).
26th June: letter from an ex-resident tutor, lrs, Dora
Walford Taylor, sppearad in the Press, She left
the College in August, 1915, to be married.

(Prese eutting is attached).

27th June: Miss Owen vreplied to the Chairman's letter
of the 26tk June,

(Copy of letter is attsched),
28th June: The full Bducetion Committee confirmed the
acceptance of the nine resiguations,

(Press euttings are attached),

Bth July: The City Council confirm the asceptance of
the resignaivions,
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