@ a. City of leeds Training College

June l4th, 191e6,
Deer Sir,

I should be glad if you would eubmit to the
Governors of the City of leeds Training College, ny
resignation of the post of lecturer in Geography, to
take effect on August 3lst,

My resson for requeating this is that I am ®
unable to be loyal to the educationsal poliey of the - 5
Governors as expressed by you on June 13th, g

Yours feitnfully,

L. M. HARDY.
To the Secretary for
Education,
b. ' "Whinfield",
Alme Road,

Headingley, ILEEDS.

14th June, 1916,
Deer Mr., Graham,

I have to ask you to lay before the Governors
my regignation from the staff of the Training College
to take effect at the end of August.

It is with deep regret that I find myself
forced to take this step, but I feel unable to uphold
the ideals of the Governors for the conduct of the
College &8s laid down by you last night.

Yours faithfully,
" G. BE. CLAPHAM.

Co "The Elms"™,
Weetwood Tane,
Headingley, LEEDS.

14th June, 1916.
Dear Mr. Graham,

I have to ask you to lay before the Covernors
of the Tresining College my resignation from the Staff to
take effect on the Zlst Auguet, It is with deep regret
that I find myself forced to take this step, but I feel

- unable to uphold the idesls of the Govemors for the
conduct of the College as laid down by you last night.

Yours faithfully,
Z. WALPORD




S

d. City of Leeds Training College,
Beckett Park, LERDS.

l4th June, 1916.

Dear 2ir,

Will you please submit to the Governors my
resignation es Librariasn and Lecturer in English at the
City of Leeds Training College to take effect on August
slet,

I am,
Yours tmly,

ISABEL STEPHENS.
James Graham, BZsq.,

e, City of Leeds Training College,
' Beckett Park, LEEDS.

l4th June, 1916.
Dear Sir, |

I shall be pleasged if you will kindly submit to
yowr Gove mors my reeignation as Assistant Mietress of
Method at the City of lLeeds Training College, to take
effect on August 31lst, 1916.

I am, Sir, )
Yours faithfully,

EMILY MATTHIAS.
Jamee Graham, Esq.,

. City of Leeds Treining College,
LE:DS.

14th June, 1916.
Dear Eir,

I shall be glad if you will submit my resignation
88 Assistent Mistrese of Method in this College to your
Committee. The resignation to teke effect from August
3lst, 191c.

I am,
Youre truly,

D. Lb4omps.
James Graham, Esq.,




- Spring Bank, '
(::) a, Headingley, LEEDS

June 15th, 1916,
Dear Sir,

I beg to resign my post as Resident Tutor
on the staff of the City of lLeeds Training College.

After hearing the ideals of the Governors
of the College as laid down by you on Tuesday last,
I feel that I could not honestly go on with the work
or try to carry out those ideals.

It is with regret thet I give up College
work in Leeds.

I am,
Yours truly,

The Secretary for ELIZABETH BIRDSELL,
Eduecation, IEEDS., -

b. : o Beckett Park,
LEEDS,

June 14th, 1916.
Dear Mr. Graham,

: I think I should send you a letter with
reference to our converseation this afternoon. I then
explained to you my wish to try and secure work of a
rather different character thsn that I am now doing
in the Training College, - and my feeling that I should
teke this step for the Autumn, partly because it does
not seem wise to defer it longer if it is to be made,
und partly becauce the new conditions at the College
involved in the Vice-Trincipal's resignation, msake
the present moment #eem the right ome for such a
Ohansec ’

Ae you know, the kind of work I desire is
something in the nature of educationsl organisstion
end local inepection. If any opportunity were to
occur for me in Leeds, I should be very glad indeed,
&8s 1 have meny friendships with the teachers, and
should much prefer to work in the way suggected, here,
than to stert afresh in any other placs. At the same
time, I feel T echould be making enquiries aes to
roseible opportunities elsewhere in case of need.

I realise, of course, that if I am not to
be evailsble for the Training College in September,
it is desirable for the Committee to take steps
before the end of thies term to fill my position.

I wish to say, therefore, that T quite understand
that this will be necessary. ,

Yours feithfully,
GRACE OWEN.




_ Leighton Hall,

Beckett Park,
LEEDS.

lsth June, 1916,

Dear Mr. Grasham,

I" have thought things over very carefully
end fully since I saw you this afternoon, and I cannot
feel confident that T can carry out the organisation
and development of the training of upper school
teachers satis factorily as the College will be con-
stituted next term.

I, therefore, feel that it is right to
reeign my appointment, the resignation to take effect
from August 3let, 1916.

| I deeply regret the necessity for this
resignation.

Yours sinecerely,

8. WALKER.




City of Leeds Training College.
: 17th June, 1916,

Dear Sir,

#e should be glad if you will allow us to
2tate to you the reason why we resigned our position 1
in the City of Leede Training College.

On 13th June, the Secretary of Hdusation
explained to & Heeting of Resident Tutors and House-
keepers the general educational policy and idesls of:
the Governore for the College. '

The ideas then et forth ceme to us as a
great shock, and we feel that we cannot continue our
work in an Institution where the avowed policy of the
Covernors, s& expressed by their Secretary, differs so
widely from the idesls we have hitherto followed here
and in other Schools end Colleges.

In sddition, the reference made to the detailse
coneerning the reeidentisl life proved to us what we
have long felt, that the present conetitution whereby
the Housekeepere are directly responeible to the
Secretary of Education and the Tutors to the Vice-Principl 8
Principeal, ies not sound in prectice nor conducive to
the efficiency and harmony of the hostel 1ife.

Youres fsaithfully,

(Signed) L. M. HARDY, Lecturer in Geography
‘Reeident Tutor.

ISABEL STEPHENS, Resident Tutor,
Librarian, lecturer in
Englieh.

40E WALFORD, Resident Tutor,
Lec turer in lNaethemeatics.

BUILY MATTHIAS, BResident Tutor,
Aegistant Lecturer in
Educstion.

GERTRUDE FLLA CLAPHAM, Reeident Tutor,
Aseictant Lecturer in .
Bducation.

ELIZABETH BIRDSELL,
Senlior Resident Tutor,
Aesegietant Lecturer in
History snd Rducation.

POROTHY EDMONDS, Asesistant Lecturer
in Education, Resident
Tuter.

To Alderman Clarke,
Cheirmen of the Rducation Committee.




b. : City of ILeeds Training College,
LEEDS.

" 16th June, 1916.

To Alderman Clarke,
Cheirman of the Staffing Committee.

Dear Sir,

I should like to be allowed to state to you
the reason why I have resigned my position as Head of
the Department of Infants snd Junior School Teachers
in the City of lLeeds Training College.

I had before this spoken to Mr. Gresham about
my deeire to take up educational work of s rather
different charscter when oprortunity should offer -
but this wes not my immediste resson for refigning
my post.

{ have resigned at thie time because of the
change in conditions at the College which the Vice-
Frincipsal's reeignation seems to we to involve.

“hatever arrangements may be decided upon for
next year, I could not fail to find myselfe- were I to
remain - in what would be to me = very undesirsble
poeition.  Should another Vice-Irincipal be appointed
under conditione sinmilar to those which have controlled
the sitvation during the lest three years, I could not
but look forward to =a repetition of what hee oceurred
with the accompanying hampering of the whole work of
the College.

Should no responeible Vice-Principal be
appointed in our College which even in normal] times
contains such a large Preponderance of women students,
I feel I could not co-operate unreservedly with such
& policy, and this would meake my own work uncsatis-
factory to all concerned.

I have, therefore, felt obliged to send in
my resignation, salthough I have done =0 with the moe ¢
genuine and deep regret.

Yours faithfully,
GRACE OWEN.
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(::) 20th June, 1916.
- B

Dear esdanes,

I am in receipt of your letter. You etate
that the responeibility of the Houseksepere to the
Secretary of Education and of the Tutors to the Principal
and Vice-Principel, is not sound in practice, nor
conducive to the efficiency and harmony of Hoestel life,
but I am quite unaware of any inetence in proof of this. }
The arrangement would prime facie sppear to be & buseiness- |
like and reasonsble one, and I should be much obliged 3
if you could give me detailed instances in support |
of your view.

With repard to Mr. Grsham's Address on the 13th
inetent, it would, I think, be only right (as I was not
proaonts for you to explain what were the ideas which came
%o you a8 a great shock, and particulerly in what respect
they differ from the idesls followed in other and similar
col leges.

Yours falthfully,
(Signed) WILLIAM HENRY CLARKE.
Chairman of the Education Committee.‘
Mies Herdy, Mise Stephens, and |
others,

City of leeds Training College,
Beckett Park, LEEDS.

7. b,
20th June, 1916.

Dear ilies Owen,

I am in receipt of your letter. You state that
you are resigning your position at the Training College
"because of the change in conditions which the Vice-
"Frincipal's resignation sesms to involve".

I am not aware of any such cheange in conditionms,
and it would perheps be more saticfactory if you would
be good encugh to define what change in conditionms
you refer to.

1 aléc 4o not understend what you refer to by "a
"repetition of whet hee occurred with the accompanying
"hampering of the whole work of the College". I am not
aware that the work of the College hee been hampered, bdbut
on the contrery, I hauve been of the orinmion that it had ,
been highly succeseful. !

If you will kindly give me deteils it will enable
‘me to understend your reassons in a way which I muet ;
confess I em at present unable to do. ‘

i

Yours faithfully,
(Signed)  WILLIAM HEBRY CLARKE, 1

iMiss @Grace Owen : o
. . Chairmen of the Education ;
£, Gramnge Court, Committee., 4

Headingley, H

: leeds. :i)
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Board of Rducetion,

¥hitehsll, TLONDON, 3.W.

29th June, 1916.

leeds City Training College.

Sir,

I sm directed by the Board of Education to state
that their attention has been called to the snnouncements which
have sppeared in the public press that the Vice-Principal end
nine other members of the teaching staff of the Leede City '
Training College have resigned their posts. The Board have
no informstion on the matter other tham that which hae sppeared
in the press; but the Governors will readily understand that
the Board cennot but view the situstion srieing out of so large
& number of resignations with great concern, and they would be
glad 1f the Governors would fummish thoh et an early date with
e statement of the circumstances ir which the present position:
hes erieen.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

James Graham, Eeq.,
Education Offices,
Calverley Street,
- LEBDS.
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June, Miss Owen gave as her reason for resignation, a wish to try
and secure work of a rather different character than that I am now
doing in the Training College - and my feeling that I should take
this step for the Autumn, pertly because it does not seem wise to
defer it longer if it is to be made, snd partly becsuse the new
conditions at the College, involved in the Viece-Principal 's
resignation, make the present moment seem the right one for such a
change"; Ifies Walker said "I csnnot feel confident that I can
cerry out the organisation and developmemt of the training of upper-
school teachers satisfactorily as the College will be constituted
next term”,

Previous to the receipt of the resignations, no complaint
or grievance had been forwsrded to the Governors; sand aeg the
reasons given for the resigmations were so vague, the Chairmen of the
BKduestion Committee nsked the resigning members of the Staff to
formulate & definite ond detailed statement se to sny ceuse of
complaint they had. HNo such statement hes been received except
from Mies Owen. The resigmetions, sfter csreful consideration
were accepted by the Governors on the 2lst June, and confirmed by
the full REducation Committee on 28th June.

The Covernors have given the most csreful consideration
to this mmtter, snd they ere convinced that, in the circumstances,
the acceptance of the resignations was in the best interests of the
College; &and the Board may rest sssured that the Governors will
ensure that the efficiency of the College, in all departmente of its

work, is maintained.
We are,
Yours faithfully,

(sdgned) WILLIAW HENRY CLARKE

Cheirman of the Rducation Committee, and
Chairman of the Staffing & Genersl Purposes
Sub=Commit tee.

(signed) FRED KINDER

Vice-Chairmen of the Hducation Committee,
and Chairmen of the Higher Hducation and
Treining College Sub-Committee. |
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CITY O LEEDE TRAINING COLLZEGE.
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RESIGNATIONS OF STAFF.

SUMIARY of circumstunces which have led to the present

position,

1. 17th May: Reeignation of Hies Mercier, the Vice-Principai.
The resigmation was sccepted, with regret, on the 25rd
Way . The scceptence of the resigmation was confirmed
by the full Hduncation Committee on the 3lst iay, eand
by the City Couneil on the 7th June.
{Copy of letter of resignation is ettached).
13th June: The Seoretary for Sducation met the Residentisl
Staff of the Training College and spoke to them regarding
Economy and Conduct in the Halle of Residence.
{Copy of full notes of the "Talk" is attached).

14th June: Resignations of Micses Hardy, Clapham, Walford,
Stephens, Matthiag and Edmonds.

(Copies of letters of resignation are attached).
15th June: nResignations of Mise Birdeall end ifiss Owen.

(Copies of letters of resignation sre attached).
16th June: Regignation of iies Walker.

(Copy of letter of resigmation ie sttached).

17th June: Letters received by the Chairmem of the BEducation
Commit tee:

(e) f£rom seven members of the staff who hed
resigned, and .

(b) from Miss Owen.
(Coples of the letters sre ettached).

29th June: The Chairmen replied to the letters of the 17th
June, ssking for & more definite and detailed statement.

Copies of the Chairmen's repliee sre ettached:
(a) to the seven members of the Staff, end

{(b) to ise Owen.

1.
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2lst June: iies Walford smd Wiee Clapham, $wo members of
the staff who hed resigned, interviewed the Chairman of
the Zducation Committee to ssk whether he had seny
objection to the two lettere of the 17th June (&) thst
signed by the seven members of the steff, end (b) thet
signed by Mles Owen, being sent by them to the iembers
of the Biuncation Committee. The Chafrmem informed
them that this wae a matter within their own discretion.
The Cheairman took sdventage of their visit to ask them
to state explicitly wherein lay their objection to the
policy end ideale of the Governors as expressed by the
Secretary for Rdueation. To thie they replied that
they would rether consult their colleagues.

2lst June. The resignations of the nine members of the
staff were accepted by the Governors.

22nd June: The lettere of the 17th June to the Chairmen,
signed by seven members of the staff and that of llse
wen, were sent to the Press, without copies of the
Chairmen'e replies.

The "Yorkshire Post"” telephoned the Chairmen, who
felt that the letters, if published, should not appear
without his replies. He, therefore, dictated over the
telephone, the replies he had sent, with the consequence
that the Chairmen's replies appeared in the "Yorkehire
Post”, with the letters from the staff, whereas in the
other paperse, only the letters from the staff appesared.

(Press cuttings sre attached).

23rd June: A paragraph appesred im the "Yorkshire Post" to
the effect that sn opportunity had been given to lilese
Mercier by the "Yorkehire Post” to place her side of
the question before the public, but she said that ehe
desired to say nothing et present.

(Press cutting ie attached).

24th June: A letter from Miss Merciler appeared in the Press
in which she seid that she hed no case to put before
the public.
(Preses cutting ie attached).

24th June: A letter signed by seven of the members who had
resigned, appeared in the Press, in which they stated:
"we have no grievance to bring forward, the point at
issue is one of educational principle”.

(Prese cutting ie attached).

26th June: Letters (marked "Priwvete”) were received by the
Chairmen of the Rducation Commit tee:

(a) <£rom Miss Owen,
{b) £from the seven members of the gtaff,

in reply to the Chairman's letters of the 20th June.
(Copies of letters are attached).

2e
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